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Studio workshop: Incredible Inventions  
A studio based workshop led by designer Jasleen Kaur 
 

        
 

Egg steamer with burner, Christopher Dresser, 1884-1885 © Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
Crumb scoop, 1870-1900 © Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

 
 
Key Stage & Subject links:  

 KS 1 & 2 
 DT & History 

 
Summary: 

This workshop challenges participating students to answer a contemporary design brief, delivered by 
practising product designer, Jasleen Kaur. The brief for this workshop is to: Invent and build new tools to 
make a Victorian inspired street food stall operate. Students will explore a range of inventions from the 
Victorian period used to assist in dining and socialising. Armed with research and inspiration students will 
return to the studio to tackle the brief in teams. Students will be given a typical Victorian street food recipe, a 
selection of key words and a range of found and everyday objects to tackle the brief through direct making. 
Each team will have to pitch their new factory contraption at the end of the session. This is an excellent 
introduction to product design and problem solving through making.  
 
Galleries visited: 

 Silver, Rooms 65 – 69, Level 3 
 
Information about the designer:  

Jasleen Kaur is a Scottish Indian designer based in London. She is fascinated by the malleability of culture the 
adaptations in how people interact with things and the ways in which the designer can participate in these 
evolutions. The idiosyncratic habits of family members inspire design solutions and the work she makes. Her 
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refashioned objects are based on instinct and resourcefulness, reflecting a hybridity of national custom and 
reconsidering the realities of materiality, usage and everyday routine. 
 
Jasleen is a visiting lecturer at The Royal College of Art and devises workshops and programmes for the 
Victoria & Albert Museum, Crafts Council, V&A Museum of Childhood and Sorrell Foundation. She has 
exhibited worldwide including Amsterdam, Munich and Japan and more recently in FIX FIX FIX curated by 
Glenn Adamson for Gallery SO, London. Her work is also part of the permanent collection of the Royal College 
of Art and Crafts Council. 
 

 
Jasleen Kaur holding 'Marbled Busts', Jerwood Makers Open 2015. ©Jake Curtis. 

 
 

NC Links: This workshop will contribute towards the following learning:  
 Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design 

criteria  
 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-

ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology  
 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks  
 Explore and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders, wheels and axles], in their products.  
 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing 

products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups  
 
Follow up activities:  

 Visit the 20th Century galleries to explore other examples of product design.  
 Use ‘Bodge poetry’ back at School to help with brainstorming ideas for projects.  

 


