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Caribbean (UK) Film Festival © 2009 Programme
Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 November

Jointly organised with Gabriel Media™ International, who are sponsored by the British Film Institute, the Caribbean (UK) Film Festival© is a visual exploration of British Caribbean heritage. This year’s film installation focuses on the themes of music, sport, style, everyday living and play with discussion and debate centering around the mid to the late 60s. Actor Geff Francis, Ashes to Ashes, BBC1 and Desmonds, Channel 4 and Charles Thompson, Founder and CEO, Screen Nation Awards hailed as the UK’s Black Oscars by the British Film Industry, are your Masters of Ceremony for the weekend programme. 
All events are in the Hochhauser Auditorium, Sackler Centre. £25 for limited two- day pass, £15 for one- day pass or, £4 per screening, under 11s go free. To book call 020 7942 2211
Saturday 28 November   
________________________________________
Black & White in Colour

Jemima & Johnny
 dir. Lionel Ngakane, 1966 (U) – 28 min 
10.45–11.45 
In a west London community divided by racism, a young white English boy befriends the young daughter of recent immigrants from the Caribbean. Q&A with film producer Robert Angell and other invited guests. Presented by Jim Pines, writer, and Lecturer at the University
of Bedfordshire.



Screening and Special guest appearances courtesy  of the British Film Institute
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       The West Indian Front Room
Tales from the Front Room (BBC4)

dir. Zimena Percival, 2007, (U) – 60 min 
12.00–13.30
Inspired by the critically acclaimed and hugely popular exhibition The West Indian Front Room, Geffrye Museum, 2005/06, by artist and curator Michael McMillan. A host of black British names
will share memories of their front rooms (parlour), the space in the home kept pristine and only for guests. As one of the colonial teachings which early West Indian immigrants brought back to the mother country, the room signified dignity and respectability. Presented by special guest writer and curator 

Michael McMillan.
Dominoes and Bingo, 
A Story about Caribbean Elders
dir. Rachel Wang Productions: Chocolate Films, 2009, (U) – 30 min 
14.00–15.00
The film follows the story of a group of elderly people who came to London from the Caribbean in the 40s and 50s.  It effectively shines a light on the stories of the members and the spirit of the group.  This will be followed by a discussion with Caribbean elders. There will be an opportunity to play the game of dominoes throughout the day.

Sponsored by Newham Film Office and Chocolate Films, commissioned by Studio Voltaire collaborations programme
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Claudia Jones and The West 
Indian Gazette 
15.15–16.30
A screening about the social activist and founder of The West Indian Gazette Claudia Jones originally from Trinidad and Tobago. Claudia, a journalist, arrived aboard the Royal Navy Ship Queen Elizabeth,1955. She went on to produce Britain’s first black newspaper in 1958, and was instrumental in setting up the Notting Hill Carnival 1959. Facilitated by special guest Tony Warner of 100 Black Men of London, followed by discussion with special invited guests including Marika Sherwood, writer and Vice-Chair of the Black and Asian Studies Association.
Island Feature: Trinidad & Tobago 
16.45–17.30
Often referred to as ‘the jewel of the Caribbean’, Trinidad and Tobago is also home to the pre-Lenten festival known as Carnival and is the birthplace of steelpan, calypso, soca music and limbo dance. This will mark the 50th anniversary of the first British Carnival, held at St Pancras Town Hall, instigated by social activist Claudia Jones in reaction to the Nottinghill race riots in 1958, where Antiguan Kelson Cochrane was murdered. The British Caribbean Association was founded as a result of the racial tensions at the time, to broker understanding of the Caribbean community and its culture to inform change at Parliamentary level. With special invited  guest Gail P Guy, Head of Chancery and Acting High Commissioner for Trinidad and Tobago.
Sunday 29 November 

_________________________________________
Schools Hair Project 

The Power of Black Hair, 
dir. Chocolate Films, 2009, (U) – 7 min 
10.30–11.00
A creative documentary made by young people 11– 12 years old, charting the history and importance of Afro hair with surprising explanations and inventive animations. Do you know who invented the shampoo press and curl? Have you ever conked your hair? Ever wondered why the jheri curl was so popular in the 80s? The screening will be followed by a Q&A with the film’s producers. 

Sponsored by  Newham Film Office and Chocolate Films as part of ID London 
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Black Pearls – Sporting Heroes  

11.15–12.45
Discover more about Walter Tull, the first black man to join the British Army and the second black man to play professional football in Britain. Presented by special guest Rodney Hinds, broadcaster, writer, Sports Editor of the Voice Newspaper with special invited guests including Garth Crooks, BBC Broadcaster and Journalist and retired British footballer.    

Screening and Special guest appearances courtesy of the British Film Institute  
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Youth, Culture and Fashion 
13.15–14.30
From Carnaby Street to Camden and Notting Hill, the influence of Caribbean style and fashion was prevalent in 60s Britain. A time when black models and fashion designers emerged. Experience the scenethrough a series of film clips and footage in Technicolor then take part in discussing the impact these events had on Britain with Carol Tulloch, Reader in Black Visual Culture at the V&A and guest Joel Karamath, Pathway Leader, BA (Hons) Graphic and Media Design, London College of Communications and special invited  guest Brenda Emmanus, BBC Entertainment Correspondent and former Clothes 
Show presenter.  
Nightclubs and Music

14.45–16.00

Wilbert Campbell was one of the first black men to own a nightclub in the UK.  The Q Club, founded in 1964 was one of the most popular venues of it’s time.  From Ska to Reggae and Jazz the 60s was an instrumental time for black music.  Explore the genre through film and discuss the impact this had on British culture socially, politically and economically. Presented by special guest Joel Karamath, Pathway Leader, BA (Hons) Graphic and Media Design, London College of Communications.
The Caribbean (UK) Film Festival© 
Closing Gala and Drinks Reception 
16.15–17.30
Auditorium and Lobby, Sackler Centre 

Reminisce and meet the stars, share experiences, sounds and memories of the 60s as part of this closing gala. You are invited to bring copies of 60s photographs, album covers, magazines, play bills, clothing and accessories and other related memorabilia you have tucked away that show off the historical contributions of black British people to the arts, music 
and performance.

Suitable for all ages £5, £3 under 11s
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Get Hands-On!

British Galleries and around the Museum look for the[image: image7.jpg]


 on the Museum Map

There are hundreds of exciting hands-on exhibits throughout the V&A, particularly in the British Galleries, where you can also find a number of objects linked to black heritage, history and the transatlantic slave trade.  
To find out more visit the Hidden Histories: Africa on-line resource http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/periods_styles/hiddenhistories/index.html 
Keep in touch 
For regular information about all our forthcoming exhibitions and events, 

visit www.vam.ac.uk and sign up for our 

free e-newsletter. 
















