V&A HIGHLIGHTS

JANUARY 2005 - 2007

EXHIBITIONS AND GALLERY OPENINGS 

2005

MAJOR SPRING EXHIBITION

INTERNATIONAL ARTS AND CRAFTS

Sponsored by Heal’s

17 March – 24 July 2005

This major exhibition will be the first to explore Arts and Crafts as an international style from the 1880s when it flourished in Britain, through to its widespread development as a style in America, continental Europe and Scandinavia, until its final manifestation as the Mingei  (folk craft) movement in Japan between 1926 and 1945. 

Three hundred objects from museums and private collections around the world will be on display including furniture, textiles, ceramics, glass, metalwork, jewellery, books, photography, paintings, prints, sculpture and architecture. Approximately a third of the exhibition is from the V&A’s collections.

Highlights of the exhibition include four domestic room settings with two English interiors and full scale reconstructions of an American ‘Craftsman’ room and a Japanese ‘model room’. Objects on display will include jewellery by 

C.R. Ashbee, a lamp by Frank Lloyd-Wright, a stained glass window by M. H. Baillie Scott and a large Japanese stoneware dish by Hamada Shoji. 

FASHION DISPLAY – SPRING 2005

STYLE AND SPLENDOUR: QUEEN MAUD OF NORWAY’S WARDROBE 1896-1938

2 February 2005 to 8 January 2006

Sponsored by Statoil

The V&A display highlights the wardrobe of Queen Maud of Norway, the English princess (daughter of Edward VII and Queen Alexandra) who became the first Queen of the newly independent Norway. This extraordinary collection encapsulates changes in fashion in the decades from the Edwardian era to the 1930s and the influence of Chanel. It includes garments from Queen Maud’s trousseau of 1896 to those made just before her death in 1938. 

Documenting the amazing evolution in women’s fashion over those five decades, the display will feature her coronation gown, a superb array of early 20th century evening gowns, tailored suits and day dresses. Many of these splendid clothes were made by well-known Paris and London designers, such as Worth, Redfern, Morin-Blossier and Laferrière. Queen Maud was an accomplished athlete and her wardrobe includes riding habits and ski-wear. A variety of decorative techniques such as beading, appliqué and embroidery are presented as well as a range of historical styles from the 1890s through to Art Nouveau and Art Deco. The garments are on loan from the National Museum of Art/Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Oslo, in celebration of Norway’s centennial of independence.
CONTEMPORARY  EXHIBITIONS – Spring/Summer

SPECTRES: WHEN FASHION TURNS BACK

24 February – 8 May 2005 

Fashion has always had a love affair with history, and the V&A’s new fashion exhibition ‘Spectres: When Fashion Turns Back’ looks at the influence of the past on the present. It explores how fashion designers from Christian Dior to Hussein Chalayan are ‘haunted’ by historical references and shows how they reinterpret past ideas in new and inspiring ways. ‘Spectres’ provides an outstanding opportunity to see beautiful historic costumes alongside contemporary fashion, exploring links between them. On show will be classic designs by Christian Dior, Elsa Schiaperelli, Mary Quant and Pierre Cardin.  Among the diverse range of contemporary designers featured will be many of those at the foreground of conceptual fashion, including Viktor & Rolf, Comme des Garçons, Jean Paul Gaultier and Yohji Yamamoto. Belgian designers, including Dries Van Noten and Veronique Branquinho, will be highlighted.

ABBAS KIAROSTAMI

14 April - 19 June 2005

A festival of events to celebrate the work of acclaimed Iranian film maker and photographer Abbas  Kiarostami will take place at the V&A. Highlights will include a display of Kiarostami's photographs, screenings of his films followed by an 'in conversation' with the film maker and a two day conference to discuss his work. All events are in partnership with the Iran Heritage Foundation.

TOUCH ME

9 June-21 August 2005

This uniquely touchable contemporary design exhibition explores the pleasures, sensations and future of touch, bringing us closer to each other and the designed world around us – from site specific art and design commission to games, live science experiments and a fantastical petting zoo. Touch Me is a collaboration between the V&A and the Wellcome Trust.

MAJOR AUTUMN EXHIBITIONS

DIANE ARBUS

13 October 2005 – 15 January 2006

The V&A will open an exhibition next autumn of Diane Arbus, one of the most important and influential photographers of the 20th century. It is the largest retrospective of her work ever assembled and will be the first Arbus exhibition in the UK for 30 years. 

On display will be vintage prints, and for the first time, a selection of Arbus’s contact sheets, cameras, letters and notebooks which will reveal her working methods and influences.  The exhibition has been organised by the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.

BETWEEN PAST & FUTURE

NEW PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO FROM CHINA

14 September 2005 - 8 January 2006

This exhibition will be the first in the UK to take a comprehensive look at the extraordinary range of photography and video art now being produced in China. Since the middle of the 1990s, Chinese artists have used photography and video to respond to the unprecedented changes taking place in China’s economic, cultural and social life. Focussing on this phase, the exhibition will feature work by some of the most challenging and innovative artists working in China today giving fresh insights into contemporary Chinese life.

Photographic works will be displayed separately from video and installation work. In each space, works will be arranged into four themes – History and Memory, Performing the Self, Re-imagining the Body and People and Place. 

NEW GALLERIES AND GARDEN

PRINTS AND DRAWINGS

March 2005

This gallery will form a continuation of the paintings galleries which were opened in 2003 and will show additional works on paper.

MINIATURES

March 2005

The V&A has the national collection of British portrait miniatures, a uniquely British art form which started during the reign of Henry VIII with works by Holbein and ended during the reign of Queen Victoria, when photography was invented. Highlights of the gallery will include miniatures by Holbein, Hillyard, Isaac Oliver and Cosway, dating from the 16th to the early 19th centuries.

SACRED SILVER AND STAINED GLASS 

May 2005

A new gallery of church silver and stained glass will contain pieces from the national collection of silver, from spectacular medieval reliquaries to austere contemporary chalices. Flanking the gallery on both sides for its full length will be spectacular displays of stained glass dating from the 12th century to the present day. The displays will make full use of  the light flooding these western facing rooms to illuminate both stained glass and silver.

GARDEN

June 2005

Kim Wilkie has designed a peaceful, elegant garden for the V&A’s Italianate terracotta courtyard. A stone-paved, slightly sunken ellipse is at the centre of the design, surrounded by curving steps and water jets. The space can be used as a performance area or flooded to create a pool. The surrounding garden will feature lawns, paving, glass planters and trees. The Garden will have the flexibility to transform into a scene for display, theatre, and events with a café area for visitors.  

SCULPTURE IN BRITAIN

June 2005

Some of the greatest works of sculpture made for British patrons and collectors, and by sculptors working in Britain, will be shown in the three spacious galleries on the south side of the garden. They include works by Canova, Bernini, Rysbrack and Roubiliac. The galleries, designed by David Mlinaric,  will have the feel of an orangery with daylight coming in from the windows and doors and views of the garden. The linoleum will be removed from the floors, revealing the original Victorian mosaic. 

2006

Major spring exhibition

MODERNISM

Autumn exhibitions

THE RENAISSANCE INTERIOR

LEONARDO

Gallery openings

JAMEEL GALLERY OF ISLAMIC ART

2007

Spring exhibition 

SURREALISM

Autumn exhibition

BALENCIAGA

Notes to editors

Admission to the Victoria and Albert Museum is FREE. There is a charge for our major exhibitions.

High quality downloadable images are available free for press use on www.imagenet.co.uk (under 'Arts' and 'V&A') or call direct on 020 7841 0550
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