China Friday Late

Live Art from Beijing at the V&A!

28 October 18.30-22.00

The V&A’s October Friday Late focuses on contemporary China with live and surprising performances by some of China’s most exciting artists, as well as films, installations and discussions. The China Friday Late coincides with Between Past and Future: New Photography and Video from China  at the V&A, the first UK exhibition of contemporary Chinese photography and video.

Zhu Ming, the famous Beijing artist will encase himself  in a transparent bubble, a performance which has intrigued audiences worldwide. He Chengyao, one of China’s few female performance artists, invites visitors to take part in a live ‘kissing performance’. Yang Zhichao, famous for branding his government ID number on his body and planting grass in his back, will paint images of UK daily life using ink and drops of his own blood. 

Hans Ulrich Obrist, the acclaimed Swiss curator, writer and critic, will give a lecture on emerging Chinese artists and designers. Obrist has worked extensively on contemporary Chinese culture and is the co-curator of the forthcoming 2nd Guangzhou Triennal. There will also  be a film programme featuring the performance work of Yang Zhichao and Wang Wei as well as a dramatic slide and film installation by British-Chinese artist Dinu Li.
Music, food and drink will be available throughout the evening.
The V&A is the final venue on the China Live UK tour organised by Chinese Art Centre, Manchester and Live Art UK


Extra event:

Notes to Editors 

· China Friday Late is free.

· China Live: Conversations on performance and documentation, a discussion event exploring links between performance art and photography and video, will take place at the V&A on the afternoon of the 28th October from 14.00-17.00. Speakers include the artist and co-curator of China Live Shu Yang; China Live artists He Chengyao and Wang Chuyu; Sarah Champion of Chinese Arts Centre; Lois Keidan and Daniel Brine of the Live Art Development Agency; and UK based artists Hayley Newman and Dinu Li. Tickets are £8.50, Concessions £6.50/£5 and can be booked on 020 7942 2211
· Hans Ulrich Obrist’s talk is supported by the Red Mansion Foundation.  Tickets are free, but must be booked in advance on 020 7942 2211
· Between Past and Future: New Photography and Video from China is the first major survey of Chinese photography  and video from the past decade. The exhibition runs from 15 September – 15 January 2006. www.vam.ac.uk/bpf 

        Booking Line 0870 906 3883. Tickets £6, Concessions £4

· China Live is a collaboration between Live Art UK, Chinese Arts Centre, the Live Art Development Agency and Shu Yang of the DaDao Live Art Festival, Beijing. It builds on exchanges that Live Art UK and Chinese Arts Centre have undertaken with China over several years, and continues collaborations with the DaDao Live Art Festival, Beijing to support and promote the work of Chinese artists in the UK and UK artists in China.
· For full tour information visit    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.liveartuk.org
. For further press information and images regarding the tour contact Margot Williams email    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor margot.williams@btinternet.com
 tel: 0114 2301865 mob 0792 191 5350
For further PRESS information please contact Elizabeth Capon, V&A Press Office on 020 7942 2725 or email e.capon@vam.ac.uk.

High quality downloadable images are available free on www.imagenet.co.uk. Click on ‘Arts’, and then the V&A site, or call direct on 020 7841 0550. 

   China Friday Late is Free, including the lecture and live performance. Tickets for the                     l  Hans Ulrich Obrist lecture are free, but must be booked in advance











