Anna Piaggi Fashion-ology
2 February – 23 April 2006
Sponsored by Topshop
Anna Piaggi has had a prolific career as a journalist, stylist and editor. She was born and lives in Milan where she has worked in publications since the late 1950s and is renowned for her work for Italian Vogue. Often described as the most eccentric dresser in Italy, as well as one of the most photographed, she has been a muse to designers and photographers spanning three decades. 
The V&A display is drawn from Anna Piaggi’s personal archive, stored at her home in Milan, and will highlight her extensive collection of vintage couture and designer clothing including garments by Balenciaga, Fendi, Galliano and Poiret. Drawings, photographs, faxes, storyboards and Polaroids will reveal Piaggi’s working style, and a film will bring to life her extraordinary home and archive. Contributors include Jefferson Hack, Gene Krell, Fabien Baron, Stephen Jones and Manolo Blahnik among others, who will help to explain her importance within the fashion industry today. 

Anna Piaggi Fashion-ology focuses on the collaborations and friendships that have influenced her life: her late husband Alfa Castaldi; the fashion historian and collector Vern Lambert; fashion designer Karl Lagerfeld, who recorded her in more than 200 drawings; and the illustrator Antonio Lopez, with whom she styled Vanity magazine. It also highlights the photographers who have traced her ongoing metamorphosis, such as David Bailey, Bill Cunningham, Roxanne Lowit and Bardo Fabiani. The display is designed by curator Judith Clark, with additional graphics by Luca Stoppini, Art Director of Italian Vogue, and illustrations by Richard Gray, Piaggi’s long-term collaborator.
During her journalistic career she contributed to La Settimana Incom, Epoca, Linea Italiana, Annabella, Panorama, L’Espresso and Arianna – where she was fashion editor and stylist with her husband Alfa Castaldi, himself a well-known fashion photographer. Through her work with Italian Vogue she often collaborated with him as well as with Chris von Wangenheim, Bob Richardson, Gian Paolo Barbieri, Justin de Villeneuve and Oliviero Toscani. Piaggi was editor-in-chief of Conde Nast’s Vanity from 1980 until 1983, where she collaborated closely with Antonio Lopez. She has had a long relationship with Vogue, as a freelance fashion editor for Italian Vogue (starting in 1969), as reporter of trends (Box) and as creator of her famous Doppie Pagine from 1988 to the present day. These double-page spreads were the subject of Fashion Algebra, published in 1998 to celebrate their first ten years in Vogue. Her flair for the styling and anachronistic mixing of vintage couture, fashion and costume was drawn by Karl Lagerfeld during the ‘70s and ‘80s and collected into the publication A Fashion Journal.
Anna Piaggi Fashion-ology runs alongside POPAGANDA: The Fashion and Style of JC de Castelbajac. This display looks at the witty and flamboyant designs of French fashion maverick including giant Snoopy t-shirts, teddy bear ‘fur coats’ and inflatable ponchos.
Anna Piaggi Fashion-ology is sponsored by
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Ends

Notes to Editors

Anna Piaggi Fashion-ology opens at the V&A on Thursday 2 February and runs until 23 April. The V&A is open from 10.00 – 17.45 daily, except on Wednesdays and the last Friday of every month when it is open until 22.00.
Tickets can be booked by ringing 0870 906 3883 or visiting www.vam.ac.uk
Full price: £5. Senior Citizens, students and 12-17 yr olds: £4. Family tickets: £14/£8. Booking fees apply when booked by phone or on the internet.
Art Fund members half price. Free: under 12s, disabled people and up to two carers, ES40 holders, V&A members and patrons, ICOM/Museums Association card holders, school, college, university and community groups.
Fashion Algebra and A Fashion Journal are published by Thames and Hudson.
For further information please contact Rebecca Ward for the V&A Press Office on 020 7613 3306 or email press@rebeccaward.co.uk. Images can be downloaded at www.image.net. 

For further information on Topshop please contact Andrew Leahy on 020 7927 1484 or email andrew.leahy@arcadiagroup.co.uk. 
